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U.S. appreciates the proposals in the South 
China Sea Peace Initiative. I sincerely hope 
that all of the outstanding scholars and ex-
perts gathered here will support the pursuit of 
peace that I’ve presented today.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I highly recommend that all of 
my colleagues review President Ma’s impor-
tant remarks and that we continue to work to 
strengthen the bonds of friendship between 
the people of the United States and of the 
ROC. 
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A TRIBUTE TO ERICKA ABELL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Ericka 
Abell for being awarded the Hawkeye 10 All- 
Conference Character Award. 

Ericka was selected for this honor because 
of the exceptional character she displayed 
throughout her years at Creston High School. 
This award is only given to students who dem-
onstrate good character in Trustworthiness, 
Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring, Citi-
zenship, Overcoming Obstacles, Making Dif-
ficult Choices, Generosity, Self-Sacrifice, and 
Community Service. She is the daughter of 
Scott and Mendy Abell of Cromwell, Iowa. 

It is with great pride that I represent out-
standing Iowans like Ericka in the U.S. House 
of Representatives. I know that all of my col-
leagues in the House join me in congratulating 
her on being recognized with this award. I 
wish her and her family nothing but the best 
moving forward. 
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HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CHANNEL ISLANDS 
HARBOR 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize Channel Islands Har-
bor on the occasion of the harbor’s 50th anni-
versary as a premier harbor along the Central 
Coast. 

In the 1940’s, the United States Congress 
directed the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
address the issue of beach erosion affecting 
the Naval Bases on the Ventura County coast, 
as well as communities and wetlands south of 
Port Hueneme. A location was recommended 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for a 
sand trap and breakwater in Hollywood by the 
Sea, and authorized by Congress in 1954. 

Construction of the sand trap and entrance 
to Channel Islands Harbor began in 1959 for 
the purpose of preventing coastal erosion and 
providing boating and other recreational op-
portunities to residents of Ventura County. The 
development of Channel Islands Harbor was 
an example of cooperation among the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, the U.S. Navy, the 
County of Ventura, and businesses investing 
in the harbor. That cooperation continues to 
this day. 

Since the County of Ventura held the grand 
opening of the harbor in May of 1965, Chan-

nel Islands Harbor has been serving the citi-
zens of Ventura County and visitors alike as 
the first recreational harbor in the region. Visi-
tors can enjoy numerous outdoor venues in-
cluding several beach-lined parks and coast-
line for picnics and surfing, as well as nearby 
biking and walking paths. The harbor offers a 
number of restaurants and a diverse collection 
of shops to stroll. 

For fishing enthusiasts, there are sport fish-
ing excursions throughout the year. And from 
December through April, daily tours can offer 
a glimpse at the majestic whales that traverse 
the waters off our coastline. The harbor is also 
a departure point for voyages of exploration to 
the remarkable Channel Islands. 

Though initial development included only a 
small portion of the current harbor area, Chan-
nel Islands Harbor now includes over 300 
acres of land and water, including 2,200 boat 
slips, two hotels, two yacht club buildings, two 
boat yards, three shopping areas, two free-
standing restaurants, a Maritime Museum, and 
over 100 condominiums and 400 apartments, 
providing both a thriving community and a rec-
reational destination along the Central Coast 
of California. 

For these reasons, it is my sincere pleasure 
to offer my congratulations to the Channel Is-
lands Harbor on its 50th anniversary and its 
countless contributions to the region. 
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A TRIBUTE TO GARY BUCKLIN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Mr. Gary Bucklin for a won-
derful career as KSIB radio’s sports director in 
Creston, Iowa. 

For the past 30 years, Gary has been the 
man on the microphone for all local sports 
coverage on KSIB radio. He received his first 
job in broadcasting announcing the fourth 
grade talent show in his hometown of Bayard, 
Iowa, and by driving the streets of Bayard in 
a speaker car announcing the grand opening 
for a local gas station. Since that time, Bucklin 
served in the Air Force during the Vietnam 
War, worked in retail, but always retained the 
radio ‘‘bug’’. He came to work for KSIB in 
1985, becoming a part of not only the Creston 
community, but of every community in the 
area where he would broadcast their 
ballgames. He will be remembered for his 
deep commitment to the communities, the 
coaches and the students he so passionately 
spoke about. 

I know that my colleagues in the U.S. 
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Gary Bucklin on his well-deserved 
retirement and wish him the best in his future 
endeavors. I consider it an honor to represent 
him in Congress. 
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JOSEPH C. BELL TRIBUTE 

HON. JOSEPH P. KENNEDY, III 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute today to Joseph C. Bell, a visionary at-

torney who recently received one of Poland’s 
highest awards in recognition of his efforts to 
build a new economy from the rubble of com-
munism. 

Mr. Bell received the Polish Commanders 
Cross in Warsaw on May 13, 2015, to honor 
his dedicated service, over a quarter century 
ago, ‘‘in furthering Poland’s systemic and eco-
nomic transformation.’’ Working with the Polish 
Ministry of Finance under Leszek Balcerowicz, 
Mr. Bell stepped forward to help build a new 
and robust free-market system in the wake of 
the 1989 elections that saw Solidarity leader 
Tadeusz Mazowiecki named prime minister. 

The goal under the first non-communist gov-
ernment in the post-World War II period was 
to accomplish what had never been done be-
fore—to build new capitalist institutions in 
record time to stir the Polish economy from 
decades of mismanagement and integrate the 
nation into the economies of Western Europe. 

As a partner at the Washington firm of 
Hogan & Hartson with over 20 years of regu-
latory and commercial experience, Mr. Bell 
ably served as pro-bono counsel to the Polish 
Ministry of Finance in the critical years of 1989 
to 1990, when the government launched re-
forms through ‘‘shock therapy’’ changes to Po-
land’s economic system. 

His experience in project finance and as a 
leading advocate of introducing competition 
into closed energy markets in the U.S. was in-
valuable in taking on the challenges of cre-
ating capital markets, a stock exchange, a 
convertible currency, orderly privatization and 
other features of a free-market system. The 
rapidity and scope of the changes were noth-
ing less than a leap of faith into uncharted 
legal and economic waters. 

The challenges were immense: Poland was 
suffering acute hyperinflation, falling produc-
tivity, huge foreign debt and shortages of con-
sumer goods. As part of an intrepid team of 
advisers that included economist Jeffrey 
Sachs, Mr. Bell’s tireless work helped usher in 
breathtaking reforms that stemmed inflation, 
attracted foreign investment, relieved Poland 
of its debt burden, and increased productivity. 

The miracle turnaround of Poland’s econ-
omy, coupled with the rise of democracy, 
paved the way for the nation to secure NATO 
membership and join the European Union. 

Mr. Bell returned full-time to his law practice 
in Washington, D.C., in 1990 but that didn’t 
end his commitment to helping emerging na-
tions. His expertise has taken him to Mon-
golia, Liberia, Sao Tome & Principe, among 
others, to help structure extraction systems 
that work for the benefit of the many rather 
than enriching the few. 

Currently serving Of Counsel to Hogan 
Lovells, Mr. Bell’s work to shape mining and 
energy policy in Africa, Asia, and the Mid-
east—including the management of extraction 
revenues and general issues of transparency 
and governance—will have a lasting impact. 

Mr. Bell’s career milestones also include 
serving as general counsel to Citizens Energy 
Corporation, which my father founded to use 
successful energy ventures to generate reve-
nues to help the poor, from its inception up to 
1989; working as Assistant General Counsel 
in the Federal Energy Administration; serving 
on the Duke Law School faculty and as an at-
torney in the Antitrust Division of the U.S. Jus-
tice Department. 

Since 2001, the 1968 Yale Law School 
graduate has also been associated with the 
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